
TRUCK SAFETY

In 2006, 77 people died in
heavy truck-involved crashes.
Heavy trucks and buses, which comprise 11 to 12 percent
of the motor vehicle travel in Maryland, comprise fewer than
5 percent of the vehicles involved in reported crashes and
8 percent of the vehicles involved in fatal crashes.

When heavy trucks are involved, the crashes are more severe.

In multiple-vehicle crashes, the occupants of other vehicles are
more often the ones killed or injured.

In most fatal crashes involving commercial trucks and
passenger vehicles, the passenger vehicle is at fault.

Trucks and cars need to look out for one another.

• Beware of No-Zones – areas to stay out of!
• Much like cars have blind spots, so do trucks.

The difference is that the blind spots on trucks
are much larger.

• Never cut in front of trucks – they can’t slow
down or stop as fast as cars.

• Give trucks plenty of room to turn, and be
patient. Trucks turn differently than cars –
trucks make wide turns.
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YOUNG DRIVERS

More teenagers are killed
by traffic crashes than any
other single cause of death.

Per mile driven, teen
drivers ages 16 to 19 are
four times more likely
than older drivers to crash.

Travel passenger free – the risk of a 16 year old driver
being killed increases by 86% with two passengers, and
nearly triples with three passengers.

• Avoid distractions. Do not use ipod, text or
change cds while driving.

• Drive solo.

• Obey the speed
limit and stay alert.

• Don’t drink and
absolutely don’t
drink and drive!
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Maryland is working hard to reduce crashes
through four “E’s” of safety:

Education

Engineering

Enforcement and

Emergency Medical Services.

Choose Safety for Life introduces another “E:”

Everyone!

You can prevent traffic crashes.

Talk to your friends, family members, co-workers
and acquaintances about traffic safety.
By raising awareness, lives can be saved!

Learn more at:
Choosesafetyforlife.com

OLDER DRIVERS

Senior citizen drivers are most
likely to be killed or seriously
injured in a crash.

Today, there are more than 18.9
million licensed drivers in the U.S. who are 70 or older.

A typical driver makes 200 decisions per mile, with less than
half a second to act to avoid a collision. Age can affect a driver’s
ability to sense, decide and act.

• Avoid risky drive times (after dark, during
inclement weather, and rush-hour).

• Find a safe way (well-lit streets, well-marked
lanes, clear signs, and easy parking).

• Drive a safe car (power steering, legible
instruments and height-adjustable seats
and safety belt anchors).

• Go back to school (AAA, AARP Mature
Operators Programs) and discuss driving
with your doctor.E
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Today there will be
276 crashes.

161 injuries.

At least one death...

Martin O’Malley, Governor

Anthony G. Brown, Lt. Governor

Choosesafetyforlife@sha.state.md.us

1.800.323.6742

Your responsibility.

Your safety.

YOUR CHOICE.




